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Free texts are extremely rich in semantic relations, which we, human beings, are at ease to
decipher while reading. If this would not be the case, important messages contained there would be
obscure and texts would be incomprehensible. In order to make the machine reach a human-like level
of performance, properly annotated corpora should be built. In the first part of my talk I will present an
experiment developed with our students in Computational Linguistics to acquire a corpus of entities
and semantic relations, the QuoVadis project. In the second part of the talk, I will bring forward
another human capacity, which we would like to reproduce on machine, the ability to make
connections between mentions of notorious entities in books and their virtual realizations. The
MappingBooks project, which I will shortly describe, realizes a technology that transforms the
classical book onto a multi-dimensional mash-up which combine textual, geographical and web-found
data with personal information related to the reader.
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